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METROPOLITAN 
ST. LOUIS
15 counties:

MISSOURI
St. Louis City
St. Louis
St. Charles
Franklin
Jefferson
Warren
Lincoln

ILLINOIS
Madison
St. Clair
Monroe
Clinton
Bond
Macoupin
Jersey
Calhoun

2023 Population: 2,797,010



109,000 Population
Asians & Pacific Islanders in Metro 
St. Louis (including multiple races/ethnicities) 3.9%

of the metro 
population

Asians & Pacific Islanders make up:

3.1%
of Missouri

6.7%
of Illinois

7.3%
of USA

5.9%
of St. Louis

County



55% 
AAPI Population Lives 
in St. Louis County

14% each
in St. Louis City and 
St. Charles County

AAPI Population by Metro County, 
2020 (Source: U.S. Census Bureau)

St. Louis County

St. Louis City

St. Charles County

St. Clair County

Madison County

Jefferson County

All Other Counties

59,671

59,671

15,510
15,385

6,913

4,734

3,290

3,501

St. Louis County = 36% 
of all metro area population



42,660
Households
Asians & Pacific Islanders in Metro 
St. Louis (including multiple races/ethnicities)

3.9% of the metro 
households

Types of Households in 
Metro St. Louis (2023) 
Source: U.S. Census American 

Community Survey

Family 
Households

Married-Couple 
Families

Non-Family 
Households

68.3%

60.6%

31.7%

62.8%

45.5%

45.5%

AAPI All Others



$50,250
Per Capita Income of 
Asians & Pacific Islanders 
in metro St. Louis (2023)

12% more than 
the metro PCI

Per Capita Income, 2023
Source: U.S. Census American 

Community Survey

$50,250Asians and P.I. St. 
Louis Metro Area 

Total St. Louis 
Metro Area

Total State of 
Missouri

Total State of 
Illinois

Total United 
States

$44,800

$38,700

$45,040

$43,310



$90,880
Median Household Income 
of Asians & Pacific Islanders 
in Metro St. Louis (2023)

16% more than 
the metro PCI

Median Household Income, 
2023

Source: U.S. Census American 
Community Survey

$90,880Asians and P.I. St. 
Louis Metro Area 

Total St. Louis 
Metro Area

Total State of 
Missouri

Total State of 
Illinois

Total United 
States

$78,220

$68,550

$80,310

$77,720



Powerty:
13,200
Asians & Pacific Islanders 
in Metro St. Louis have 
poverty-level incomes.

12.1% of the AAPI 
Population

Population with Poverty 
Incomes in Metro St. Louis (2023)

Source: U.S. Census American 
Community Survey

12.1%Asian and Pacific 
Islanders

Amerian Indian 
and Alaska 

Native alone

Black or African 
American alone

White alone

13.2%
$38,700

22.3%

7.3%



Household
Expenses
Asians & Pacific Islanders 
in Metro St. Louis

Almost a quarter of 
income spent for 
housing (well below 
“cost burdened”)

15.3% for taxes

Higher savings 
rate (12.9%) than 
rest of metro

Annual Household Expenditures
Source: U.S. Census American Community Survey,

SLU Community Planning Lab

Housing

Food

Transportation

Insurance/Pensions

Healthcare

Entertainment

Education

Cash Contribution

Apparel

Miscellaneous

Taxes

Savings/Investment

23.0%
23.9%

St. Louis Metro AAIP

All Other Metro 
Households

9.4%

12.5%

10.1%

5.6%

3.1%

2.1%

1.7%

2.2%

2.3%

15.3%

12.9%

10.4%

13.5%

10.0%

7.1%

4.2%

4.2%

1.7%

2.2%

2.1%

2.7%

12.6%

9.7%



63.2%
BS/BA Degrees
Asians & Pacific Islanders 
over age 25 in Metro St. 
Louis have Bachelor’s 
Degrees or Higher (2023)

StatesBachelor’s Degrees or 
Higher, Age 25+ (2023)

Source: U.S. Census American 
Community Survey

63.2%Asian and P. I. St. 
Louis Metro Area

Total St. Louis 
Metro Area

Total State of 
Missouri

Total State of 
Illinois

Total United 
States

39.1%

$38,70033.2%

36.2%

38.3%



51.1%
Science and 
Engineering 
Degrees
Bachelor’s Degrees by 
Discipline in Metro St. Louis, 
2022

OtherBachelor’s Degrees by 
Discipline (2022)

Source: U.S. Census American 
Community Survey

Science and 
Engineering

Science & Eng’g 
Related Fields

Business

Education

Art, Humanities 
and Other

51.1%
31.2%

AAPI

All Others

14.0%

15.5%

4.7%

14.7%

11.5%

22.4%

12.9%

22.0%



40,680
Asians & Pacific Islanders 
in Metro St. Louis 
who have jobs.

• One-fifth in Health Care 
and Social Assistance

• Over one-tenth in 
Professional, Scientific, 

    and Technical Services

• Over one-tenth in Lodging 
and Dining

Employment by Industry in Metro St. Louis, 2021
Source: https://qwiexplorer.ces.census.gov/

3.4%
of the Metro Area 
Employees

Ag, Forestry, Fishing

Mining, Extraction

Utilities

Construction

Manufacturing

Wholesale Trade

Retail Trade

Transp & Warehsg

Information

Finance/Insurance

Real Estate

Prof, Sci, Tech Svcs

Mgt of Enterprises

Admin & Waste Mgt

Educational Svcs

Health Care & Soc Asst

Arts, Ent, Recreation

Lodging & Dining

Other  Services

Public Administration

AAIP

All Others

0.2%
0.2%

0.0%

0.2%

1.3%

7.9%

3.5%

7.0%

1.7%

5.6%

5.8%

0.9%

11.5%

4.6%

5.7%

8.8%

20.4%

1.3%

11.0%

2.2%

0.5%

0.1%

0.5%

5.6%

8.8%

5.0%

9.3%

2.3%

6.9%

5.8%

1.7%

6.6%

3.4%

7.4%

16.5%

2.9%

8.5%

8.5%

1.9%



Number of AAPI-Owned Enterprises in 
Metro St. Louis, 2021

Source: https://qwiexplorer.ces.census.gov/ and County Business Patterns
2,821
Business Firms
Owned by Asians & 
Pacific Islanders

• Over one third in Lodging & 
Dining sector

• One quarter in Retail Trade 
sector

• One eighth in Health Care 
and Social Assistance sector

3.9%
AAPI-Owned 
Firms as Share 
of Metropolitan 
Area Firms

Mining, Extraction

Construction

Manufacturing

Wholesale Trade

Retail Trade

Transp & Warehsg

Information

Finance/Insurance

Real Estate

Prof, Sci, Tech Svcs

Admin & Waste Mgt

Health Care & Soc Asst

Arts, Ent, Recreation

Lodging & Dining

Other  Services

3

6
38
52

697

7

4
88

13

237
236

349

4
1,020

67



3.4%
of Metro GDP

• One-sixth of metro GDP in 
Administrative Support and 
Waste Management sector 
AAPI firms

• Almost one-sixth of metro 
area’s Lodging & Dining sector

• One-tenth of Professional, 
Scientific, & Technical Services 
sector

Share of Metro St. Louis Gross Domestic Product 
by AAPI-Owned Enterprises, 2021

Source: https://qwiexplorer.ces.census.gov/

$6.5 Billion
Annual Economic Output from 
AAPI Firms in Metro StL

Mining, Extraction

Construction

Manufacturing

Wholesale Trade

Retail Trade

Transp & Warehsg

Information

Finance/Insurance

Real Estate

Prof, Sci, Tech Svcs

Admin & Waste Mgt

Health Care & Soc Asst

Arts, Ent, Recreation

Lodging & Dining

Other  Services

TOTAL

0.4%
1.7%

1.0%
4.3%

3.9%
0.8%

1.2%
0.9%

0.6%
9.8%

16.7%
6.7%

0.05%
15.4%

2.4%
3.4%
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