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Four Demographic Hurdles Shaping Population Growth

1. Diverse Origins and 
Backgrounds

2. Growing Community in 
St. Louis

3. High Rates of Citizenship

4. Economic and Social 
Diversity

Source of Image: A V4A hosted community event. Photo courtesy of Vitendo 4 Africa.
https://welcomingamerica.org/news/nonprofit-empowers-black-immigrant-community-in-st-
louis/



The fundamental principle of  Demography is that 

demographic transitions are an inevitable aspect of  

change, persisting irrespective of  whether individuals 

recognize, acknowledge, or accept the underlying 

demographic realities and trends



THE DATA



• IPUMS
– 2022 5 Year Sample
– Micro Data
– PUMA 
– MSA
– County

• Small groups with large 
errors.
– Challenge for the Saint 

Louis MSA



COUNTRY OF BIRTH



The Largest African Group 
in the U.S. is from Nigeria



The Top 10 
Countries 

Account for 71% 
of the African 

Residents in the 
U.S.



The Largest African 
Group in the Saint 
Louis MSA is from 

Nigeria



The Top 10 
Countries 

Account for 80% 
of the African 

Residents in the 
Saint Louis MSA



SELF-IDENTIFICATION OF RACIAL IDENTITY



76% of the Africans 
Self-Identify as Black 

In the U.S.



86% of the Africans 
Self-Identify as Black 

In the U.S.



MARITAL STATUS



Ghanaian residents 
have the highest 
marriage rate.



South African residents 
have the highest never 

married rate.



Residents from two 
countries have high 

rates of marital status.



Residents from Sudan 
have the highest rate of 

never married.



CITIZEN STATUS



Nigerians have the 
highest rate of non-
citizens in the U.S.



Somalians have the 
highest rate of 
residents with 

naturalized citizens.



Residents from the 
Republic of The Congo 
have the highest rate of 
naturalized citizenship.



Kenyans have the 
highest rate of 

residents that are not a 
citizens.



SOCIO-ECONOMIC STATUS



Residents from 
Zimbabwe have the 
highest SEI Score in 

the U.S.



Residents from 
Uganda have the 
highest SEI Score 
in the Saint Louis 

MSA.



POVERTY



Residents from Sierra 
Leone has the lowest 

poverty rate



YEAR OF ENTRY









FAMILY INCOME



Residents from South 
Africa have the highest 

family income in the 
U.S.



Residents from 
South Africa have 
the highest family 

income in the 
Saint Louis MSA



EDUCATIONAL ATTAINMENT



Residents from 
Gambia have the 

highest educational 
attainment for the 

U.S.



SUMMARY



Summary

1. Diverse Origins and Backgrounds

2. Growing Community in St. Louis

3. High Rates of Citizenship

4. Economic and Social Diversity



FROM MIGRATION TO INTEGRATION:
DEMOGRAPHIC TRANSITIONS OF AFRICAN IMMIGRANTS

Thank You!
ness.sandoval@slu.edu
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