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Number of Foreign-born residents

62,761
74,885

62,925
61,134

0

20,000

40,000

60,000

80,000

100,000

120,000

140,000

160,000

2016 2021

Naturalized citizen

Not a U.S. citizen

3

136,019
125,686

Source: 2016 and 2021 5 Year ACS Estimates, U..S. Census



The foreign-born population is more racially and ethnically diverse than the native-
born population
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Source: 2021 5 Year ACS Estimates, U..S. Census



There are some important shift in demographic characteristics
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Source: 2016 and 2021 5 Year ACS Estimates, U..S. Census



The foreign-born Indian population experienced a 50%
since 2010
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Largest Foreign-Born Populations in the Saint Louis MSA (Place of Birth)

2010 2021

n
% of Foreign-born 

Population
n

% of Foreign-born 

Population

Population Percent 

Change Change

Foreign-Born Population: 115,800 136,019 20,219 17%

India 11,230 (2) 9.7% 17,842 13.1% 6,612 59%

Mexico 13,745 (1) 11.9% 12,833 9.4% -912 -7%

China 8,296 (3) 7.2% 12,040 8.9% 3,744 45%

Bosnia and Herzegovina 8,411 7.3% 8,363 6.1% -48 -1%

Vietnam 5,437 4.7% 6,465 4.8% 1,028 19%

Philippines 4,163 3.6% 6,206 4.6% 2,043 49%

Germany 4,649 4.0% 3,980 2.9% -669 -14%

Korea 5,430 4.7% 4,124 3.0% -1,306 -24%

Canada 3,101 2.7% 3,082 2.3% -19 -1%

Source: 2010 and 2021 5 Year ACS Estimates, U..S. Census



The Indian Foreign-Born Population Continues To Grow
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Source: 2016 and 2021 5 Year ACS Estimates, U..S. Census

Largest Foreign-Born Populations in the Saint Louis MSA (Place of Birth)

2016 2021

n
% of Foreign-born 

Population
n

% of Foreign-born 

Population

Population Percent 

Change Change

Foreign-Born 

Population:
125,686 136,019 10,333 8%

India 12,501 (2) 9.9% 17,842 13.1% 5,341 43%

Mexico 14,900 (1) 11.9% 12,833 9.4% -2,067 -14%

China 11,041 (3) 8.8% 12,040 8.9% 999 9%

Bosnia and Herzegovina 9,152 7.3% 8,363 6.1% -789 -9%

Vietnam 6,819 5.4% 6,465 4.8% -354 -5%

Philippines 5,343 4.3% 6,206 4.6% 863 16%

Germany 4,405 3.5% 3,980 2.9% -425 -10%

Korea 4,198 3.3% 4,124 3.0% -74 -2%

Canada 3,082 2.5% 3,082 2.3% 0 0%



Where does Saint Louis stand?
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Size of the Foreign-born population

• In 2010, Saint Louis had the 46th largest foreign-born 
population – 116K

– Minneapolis is ranked 22nd - 301K

• In 2021, Saint Louis had the 46th largest foreign-born 
population -136K

– Minneapolis is ranked 22nd - 390K
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In 2010

• Saint Louis had the 95th largest Mexican foreign-born population in 
the U.S. 

• Saint Louis had the 40th largest Indian foreign-born population in 
the U.S.

• Saint Louis had the 27th largest Chinese foreign-born population in 
the U.S.
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In 2021

• Saint Louis has the 28th largest Indian foreign-born population 
in the U.S.

• Saint Louis has the 99th largest Mexican foreign-born 
population in the U.S. 

• Saint Louis has the 27th largest Chinese foreign-born 
population in the U.S.
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Summary 

• The Indian foreign-born population continues to grow

• The Mexican foreign-born is declining but this is consistent with 
national trends

• Given the size of the Saint Louis MSA, about 50k Mexican foreign-
born residents are missing  
– Nashville is ranked is 47 – 36K, Kansas City is ranked 43 – 43K, Charlotte is 

ranked 35th – 52K, Portland is ranked 27th – 73K
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