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Cecilia Nadal Named 2017 Ethics in Action
Awardee

ST. LOUIS — Executive Director of Gitana Productions Cecilia Nadal has been named the
2017 Ethical Society of St. Louis Ethics in Action Awardee.

"Ms. Nadal embodies the Ethical value of bringing out the best in the human spirit," Ethics
in Action Award Committee Member Stephanie Sigala said.

Throughout her career, Cecilia Nadal has focused on helping underserved and
disadvantaged members of the St. Louis community as a teacher and a counselor.
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"I sincerely believe that who we
are as individuals, as a
community and society is defined
by the attention we give to the
diversity of people around us and
particularly those with less,"
Nadal said. "I have been
personally enriched and inspired
by the faith, courage, and
conviction of many within the
underserved and disadvantaged
community and by those from
different cultures."

For 23 years, Nadal was the

founder and president of Y ey " - WRE
Productive Futures Inc., an Ethical Society of St. Louis Ethics in Action Awardee Cecilia
employment agency for Nadal, far right, acts as a judge for the Balvihar Cultural
immigrants and the long-term Center following her five years of collaboration with the
unemployed. Indian Community.

Being human. together.



“The great news is that many of the
program completers are still
employed and have made
remarkable advancements along
their career ladders," Nominator
Vanetta Rogers said. "The credit
goes to Cecilia for her amazing ability
to understand both sides of an
equation and her ability to organize
the forces necessary for all
involved... to achieve mutual respect
and cooperation.”

In 1996, Nadal founded Gitana — — :
Productionsl which uses music and Ethical Society of St. Louis Ethics in Action Awardee

theater to bring diverse cultural and Cecilia Nadal, far right, poses with the most recent cast
economic populations together. cc);fraB,%I;I/EEN WORLDS: AN AMERICAN JOURNEY at The

"Gitana was the region’s first arts organization with a focus on cross-cultural engagement
through the dramatic arts," said Nominator Betsy Cohen of St. Louis Mosaic Project.

Gitana’s initiatives include co-creating concerts and original theater programs with the
Latino, Chinese and Indian communities always including both the advantaged and
disadvantaged of St. Louis.

Since 2007, Gitana has conducted Global Education through the Arts, a community arts
program in South City that brings together refugees/immigrants and African American
youth who often live in the same neighborhoods but have no ambassadors between them.
Following the protests in Ferguson, Gitana opened a satellite of the project that has been in
operation for three years.

"This project provides training in dance, drama, and voice with cultural diversity training so
that these strangers are strangers no longer but develop knowledge and awareness of each
other’s culture through the arts," Nadal said. "They also conduct performance tours in the
region helping other youth to appreciate the cross-cultural understanding and the
importance of nonviolence."

In addition, students act in dramas which are commissioned to foster discussion about
social and ethnic issues. Talented students are given the opportunity to work side-by-side
with seasoned actors in Gitana’s professional theater and take part in concert performances
such as the China National Orchestra concert at Powell Hall and BLACK AND BLUE, an
original play about the challenges of the police and the African American community.

Nominator Dr. Sheryl Coulter said, “To watch these students perform and then come back
throughout college is to see the powerful impact of this program.”
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Nadal has received many awards,
including a Woman of Achievement
Award in 2010 and a St. Louis Board of
Aldermen Proclamation in 2014. Most
recently she was awarded the 2015 St.
Louis Visionary Award for community
impact by an arts organization.

"I believe that there is an intimate
connection in all of my work as a servant
leader," Nadal said. "As a result, each
accomplishment or award is confirmation
of the positive influence our work has
had on the lives of people.”

Ethical Society of St. Louis Ethics in Action Awardee
. . - Cecilia Nadal, center, poses with attendees of the
impressed by Nadal's strong commitment  wcejepration of Oneness Festival” in Strauss Park.
to the creative spirit. This commitment Nadal initiated the festival, where vibrant color
rises above ethnic, racial, and economic powders were spread over everyone to show
stereotypes to foster rea] communication oneness. The festival also included international

The Ethics in Action Committee was

and hence possible solutions to music and dance.

challenging community divisions,
according to the committee.

"I assume that when people are brought together with diverse worldviews and backgrounds
the results of any project or community goal will be better achieved if co-creation is the
central strategy. The brilliance of ‘We the People’ is manifested in co-creation," Nadal said.

The Ethics in Action Award includes a monetary stipend. The Ethics in Action Award
ceremony will take place at 11 a.m. Sunday, October 1, 2017, at the Ethical Society of St.
Louis, which is located at 9001 Clayton Road.

"I am immensely grateful to a group of incredible women who took the time given their
very busy schedules to bring attention to Gitana’s work and to do so in a spirit of support
and sisterhood," Nadal said. "They include Betsy Cohen of the Mosaic Project; Mary
Schanuel of the Synergy Group; Vanetta Rogers and Gloria Overton with the Gitana Board
of Directors; Anna Crosslin of the International Institute and Dr. Sheryl Coulter."

For more than 40 years, the Ethical Society of St. Louis has honored compassionate leaders
in St. Louis, who try to help the powerless and bring hope and positive change, with the
Ethics in Action Award.

To learn more about the Ethical Society of St. Louis, visit www.ethicalstl.org. To learn more
about Gitana Productions, visit www.gitana-inc.org.
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