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ST. LOUIS MOSAIC PROJECT ANNOUNCES IMMIGRANT ENTREPRENEURSHIP ADVISORY BOARD WITH 

VISIT BY MARIA CONTRERAS-SWEET, ADMINISTRATOR FOR THE U.S. SMALL BUSINESS 

ADMINISTRATION – ST. LOUIS DISTRICT 

 

As the St. Louis entrepreneurial community continues to gather national accolades, the St. Louis Mosaic 

Project announces its Immigrant Entrepreneurship Advisory Board with the visit of Administrator Maria 

Contreras-Sweet. This occurs at a roundtable discussion on May 1 at 10:00 am at the World Trade 

Center St. Louis. Betsy Cohen, Executive Director of the St. Louis Mosaic Project, emphasized the 

importance of Contreras-Sweet’s visit as “a fantastic opportunity for local immigrant entrepreneurs in 

our community to share their experiences and depict the breadth of our entrepreneurial community 

spanning from high tech start ups to neighborhood businesses.” 

 

Contreras-Sweet, a successful entrepreneur and business executive, was appointed to lead the SBA in 

April 2014. In her role as Administrator, she continues to build upon her career in both the public and 

private sector, championing causes in diversity, accessibility to capital, and equal opportunities for all. 

Prior to her appointment, Contreras-Sweet founded the first Latino-formed commercial bank in 

California in more than 35 years and served as Vice President and Equity Partner for Westinghouse’s 7-

Up / RC Bottling Company.  

 

According to Cohen, “this visit is another piece to the St. Louis Mosaic Project’s commitment to 

supporting local immigrant entrepreneurs. Our Immigrant Entrepreneurship Program takes a holistic 

approach to helping entrepreneurs turn their ideas into a reality. By connecting immigrants to the range 

of support and programming found in the St. Louis Ecosystem, entrepreneurs are equipped with the 

resources to grow or start their own businesses. “ 
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The Mosaic Project’s Immigrant Entrepreneurship Advisory Board is: 

 

Diego Abente – International Institute  

Salim Awad – McQueen Awad LLC 

Ola Ayeni – Claim Academy, eateria 

Ed Bryant – St. Louis Minority Business Council  

Eddie Davis – Center for Acceleration of African American Business 

Susanne Evens – AAA Translation 

Roberto Garcia – LISTO 

Carmen Jacob – NextGen Information Services 

Suchin and Shayn Prapaisilp – Global Foods, United Provisions 

Raul Sanchez – Appcropolis 

Geoffrey Soyiantet – Vitendo4Africa 

Mark Sutherland – Elasticity  

Sorin Vaduva – Serial Entrepreneur  

Dr. Ibrahim Vajzovic – Real Estate, Professor 

Francis Yueh – St. Louis Chinese American News 

Michael Zambrana – Pangea Group  

 

 

About the St. Louis Mosaic Project  

The St. Louis Mosaic Project was launched in 2012 in response to an economic impact report, outlining 

St. Louis to be lagging in immigrant growth as well as highlighting the economic benefits of increasing its 

foreign-born population. The Mosaic Project’s goal is to transform St. Louis into the fastest growing 

metropolitan area for immigration by 2020 and promote regional prosperity through immigration and 

innovation. This regional initiative is professionally managed by the St. Louis Economic Development 

Partnership, World Trade Center St. Louis and a 22- Member Committee.  

 

For more information about The St. Louis Mosaic Project, please visit www.StlMosaicProject.org 


